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Lessons learnt

• It needs courage, trust in the power of nature and good arguments 
toward the stakeholders to allow natural processes (wilderness).
Scientific research on ecosystem structure and dynamics in the area 
is a key for acceptance. It ensures the information activities towards 
all stakeholders.

• The consistent and politically independent dedication of the strategic 
commission of the SNP in terms of the protection process was a key 
of success. But it needs a careful audit of  new or possibly corrected 
ecological and socio-political knowledge. Sometimes, time has 
changed attitudes. On setbacks followed success stories.

• To have “only” one national park set in an high alpine area in 
Switzerland might be a disadvantage. But as a 100 years old IUCN 
1a PA it serves as an ideal model worldwide for nature conversation 
in its strict sense.
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Geographical Location
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Founding in 1914

Category 1A IUCN (wilderness)

Area (in ha) 17'032

Ownership 4 municipalities

Lowest point 1374 m

Highest point 3173 m

Trails 80 km

Population 0

Visitors per year 150’000 

Management ngo (Foundation)

Employees 41 (27 full time job equivalent)



Czech National Parks, 21.9.2016



Czech National Parks, 21.9.2016



Czech National Parks, 21.9.2016



Czech National Parks, 21.9.2016

The founders of the «Schweizerischer Nationalpark»
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The vision 1914

"All previous changes of the original state over centuries - the long term 

effects of the hunters, fishermen, foresters, agriculturists, shepherds and 

mowers […] - will disappear over time and the old original community of 

life will be restored. A great wilderness experiment will be performed 

there."
Schröter 1920
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Swisstopo 1936

2009
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«A whole bunch of professors»

(from Bachmann 1999)
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Nature conservation justification 1914
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Local stakeholder involvement 1914

Val Cluozza: "Instead of 
idyllic alpine valleys a devil 
valley without green spot"

Curdin Grass, council of 
Zernez and brother in law of 
Steivan Brunies
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Swiss public involvement 1914
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Governance 1914
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Die Parkgründung 1914: Ein Meilenstein
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Natural processes Scientific research Public relations
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Strictly protected

• It is forbidden to leave the marked hiking trails

• It is forbidden to carry around natural objects, 

animals, plants, wood or stone

• Dogs are not allowed, even on a leash

• All winter sport, cycling and flying machines are 

prohibited

• Swimming in lakes and streams is prohibited

• It is forbidden to make fire

• Camping is not allowed, not even in vehicles 

along the road

• The natural environment should not be changed
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Reintroduction of ibex 1921
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28. Juli 1972

AJF
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Biological, Veterinary, Forestry Studies
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Red dear management around the SNP
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The expectations of change

20091917
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Red deer influence on biodiversity

Schütz et al. (1999)
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Red deer influence on the NP forest sapling  
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Measuring and modelling the environment
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… to explain resource use of animals

Schweiger et al. (2014). Foraging ecology of three sympatric ungulate species –

Behaviour and resource maps indicate differences between chamois, ibex and red deer
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Why do people come to the national park?

Walking Preserved landscapeWildlife Flora

Other reason No reason



Czech National Parks, 21.9.2016



Czech National Parks, 21.9.2016

Visitor numbers on the SNP-trails
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• It is forbidden to leave the marked hiking trails

• It is forbidden to carry around natural objects, 

animals, plants, wood or stone

• Dogs are not allowed, even on a leash

• All winter sport, cycling and flying machines are 

prohibited

• Swimming in lakes and streams is prohibited

• It is forbidden to make fire

• Camping is not allowed, not even in vehicles 

along the road

• The natural environment should not be changed

Strictly protected
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What offers the National Park it‘s guests?

Undisturbed nature

Unexpected encounters

Overnight stay in the wilderness

Guided excursions

Offers for schools

An app for everyone

Stories for young and old

A visitor centre 

iWebPark
Der digitale Wanderführer iWebPark der Nationalparkregion ist jetzt in neuem Kleid verfügbar!

Detaillierte Karten mit allen Wanderwegen des Nationalparks, Infor ma

tionen zu Pfla

n

zen und Ti er en, Geologie und Geschichte sowie diverse 

Lehrpfade und Quiz begleiten Sie auf Ihren Wanderungen. 

iWebPark für iPhone und Android ist nun kostenlos 

verfügbar über Ihren Store Account. Grösse: 70 MB 

(Offline App), ein WiFi Hotspot steht im National park

zentrum in Zernez zur Verfügung.

Für CHF 5.– pro Tag können Sie iWebPark auch mit dem Gerät mieten. Wir 

empfehlen Ihnen, Ihr Gerät im Voraus per Mail (webpark@nationalpark.ch) 

oder telefonisch zu reservieren. 

Ausleihstationen Nationalparkzentrum Zernez: +41 (0)81 851 41 41

 Hotel Parc Naziunal Il Fuorn: +41 (0)81 856 12 26

 GästeInformation Scuol: +41 (0)81 861 22 22

 Hotel Aurora: +41 (0)81 861 22 99

6 Top Funktionen: •  Kinderpfad Champlönch

•  Infopfad Spöl

•  Bärenwanderung Margunet

•  Süls stizzis da l‘uors – Die 

Geschichte des Bären

•  WWF Forscherpfad Ardez

•  weitere 800 Informations

punkte auf dem gesamten 

Wander wegnetz des 

Nationalparks
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Natural processes
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What offers the National Park it‘s guests?

Undisturbed nature

Unexpected encounters

Overnight stay in the wilderness

Guided excursions

Offers for schools

An app for everyone

Stories for young and old

A visitor centre 

Installations to current issues

Answers where the questions arise

Carefree encounters

iWebPark
Der digitale Wanderführer iWebPark der Nationalparkregion ist jetzt in neuem Kleid verfügbar!

Detaillierte Karten mit allen Wanderwegen des Nationalparks, Infor ma

tionen zu Pfla

n

zen und Ti er en, Geologie und Geschichte sowie diverse 

Lehrpfade und Quiz begleiten Sie auf Ihren Wanderungen. 

iWebPark für iPhone und Android ist nun kostenlos 

verfügbar über Ihren Store Account. Grösse: 70 MB 

(Offline App), ein WiFi Hotspot steht im National park

zentrum in Zernez zur Verfügung.

Für CHF 5.– pro Tag können Sie iWebPark auch mit dem Gerät mieten. Wir 

empfehlen Ihnen, Ihr Gerät im Voraus per Mail (webpark@nationalpark.ch) 

oder telefonisch zu reservieren. 

Ausleihstationen Nationalparkzentrum Zernez: +41 (0)81 851 41 41

 Hotel Parc Naziunal Il Fuorn: +41 (0)81 856 12 26

 GästeInformation Scuol: +41 (0)81 861 22 22

 Hotel Aurora: +41 (0)81 861 22 99

6 Top Funktionen: •  Kinderpfad Champlönch

•  Infopfad Spöl

•  Bärenwanderung Margunet

•  Süls stizzis da l‘uors – Die 

Geschichte des Bären

•  WWF Forscherpfad Ardez

•  weitere 800 Informations

punkte auf dem gesamten 

Wander wegnetz des 

Nationalparks
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Touristic revenue of the Swiss National Park

The tourists visiting the Swiss National Park  each summer 

generate an annual revenue of 19.7 million CHF per year and 

sustain more than 200 jobs in the area.
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„Noss“ Parc

Preservation

Recreation

Employer

Tourism

Education

Science

Protection of 

biodiversity

Very importantNot important
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20121920

Backlashes in the national park history
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Backlashes

20101936
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Poaching from 1914 until 2016

~1944, Museo Vallivo Valfurva "Mario Testorelli, 
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The evolution of scientific knowledge
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Toward a climax community 
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Change of forest species over millenniums

Stähli et al. 2006
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A look to the future

Jecami_gisday_20101107_rh.pptx
Jecami_gisday_20101107_rh.pptx
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The annual variation of the ibex height distribution

Hervindal et al., 2013 
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Hesitant repopulation

Andry 2005Haller 2009

Südostschweiz
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Model functional and structural connectivity

www.jecami.eu
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Selected goals of the «Strategy 2023»: Nature protection

• Ensure and increase natural processes within the park perimeter

– Renew the biological sewage plant of the SNP owned mountain hut

– Remove infrastructures in the park perimeter, which are not 

compulsory

– Continue an active visitor management

• Promote natural processes, biodiversity and ecological 

connectivity

– Cooperate with surrounding large protected areas in concrete 

projects (e.g. restore step stones for ecological connectivity, 

investigate migrations corridors of animals, monitor different key 

species in the national park region).

– Cooperate within the perimeter of the Alpine Convention and the 

newly created EUSALP area
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Goals in the strategy for 2023: Science and research

• Establish the SNP as widely 

accepted research centre on 

research on natural processes 

and mountain ecology

– Enhance and automate existing 

long term monitoring systems

– Work on state of the art research 

topics

• Clarify research methodologies for 

the future

– Ecological experiments, drones
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Goals in the strategy for 2023: PR and environmental education

• Increase the public awareness on 

the positive effects of wilderness

– Strengthen the role of the SNP as 

ambassador for wilderness

• New media (e.g. Facebook, 

twitter et al.)

• Establish the SNP as national 

wide important educational centre 

for ecology

– Create a new exhibition on 

wilderness

– Enhance educational activities

– Replace the info boards in the 

park by new medias (e. g. digital 

mobile guides)
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Awareness rising for nature

20051904
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Environmental protection around the Swiss National Park 2016



Czech National Parks, 21.9.2016

Lessons learnt

• It needs courage, trust in the power of nature and good arguments 
toward the stakeholders to allow natural processes (wilderness).
Scientific research on ecosystem structure and dynamics in the area 
is a key for acceptance. It ensures the information activities towards 
all stakeholders.

• The consistent and politically independent dedication of the strategic 
commission of the SNP in terms of the protection process was a key 
of success. But it needs a careful audit of  new or possibly corrected 
ecological and socio-political knowledge. Sometimes, time has 
changed attitudes. On setbacks followed success stories.

• To have “only” one national park set in an high alpine area in 
Switzerland might be a disadvantage. But as a 100 years old IUCN 
1a PA it serves as an ideal model worldwide for nature conversation 
in its strict sense.
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Wildlife is a symbol of wilderness and intact 

nature.
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The visitors of the Swiss National park want to 

see as many of them as possible. The focus is on 

red deer, ibex, chamois, golden eagle and 

bearded vulture. To see them today in wilderness 

is not self-evident. 
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Ibex and bearded vultures were reintroduced during the last 100 years. The red deer

came back by itself and profited from the undisturbed landscape of the park.
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Chamois and golden eagles have survived all the 

time. Under the protection of the SNP, the 

populations increased considerably. 

At least one research question remains: What 

happens, when brown bear, wolf and lynx will 

return?
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